Adjectives Used As Nouns

What does it mean if an adjective is used as a noun?
What are some common adjectives that are used as nouns?

Some words in Czech are, grammatically speaking, adjectives that function conceptually as
nouns (they represent a person or thing). These words are declined exactly like adjectives; if
they represent people, then they have masculine animate, feminine and plural forms. Adjectival
nouns can be hard-stemmed (in -y) or soft-stemmed (in -7)

Many adjectival nouns refer to people: dospély (“adult”), pFibuzny (“relative”), vrdtny
(“doorman, concierge”), vedouci (“boss, head, director”), mluvci (“spokesperson, speaker”),
privodci (“conductor, guard”), #cetni (“accountant”), rukojmi (“hostage”), znamy
(“acquaintance”), spolubydlici (“roommate”), zranény (“wounded person”)... The adjective
ostatni, used only in the plural, means “the others (“the other people, the rest”).

Some Czech words for sports are grammatically adjectival: kopand (“soccer”),
kosSikova (“basketball”), odbijend (“volleyball”). These words exist alongside their international
variants fotbal, basketbal, volejbal.

Other common adjectival nouns include dovolend (“vacation”), vstupné (“entrance fee”),
ndjemné (“rent”).

Finally, certain names are adjectives: Jii'i, pan Maly / pani Mald, pan Novotny | pani
Novotnad...

Find the adjectival noun in each of these googled contexts. What case is the adjectival noun in
and why? What do the contexts mean?

1. MiiZe nam zaméstnavatel nafidit termin dovolené?

2. V nebi hraji kopanou.

3. Drama s rukojmimi v Lipsku skonc¢ilo bez krveproliti, ito¢nik se vzdal.

4. Chtél bych udélat jen néjakou mensi party bez kapel, bez vstupného (nebo mozna s né¢jakym
symbolickym).

5. Vratime se v sobotu, teda jestli se naSemu vedoucimu podafi opravit auto.

6. Nemam rada lidi, ktefi sleduji chyby ostatnich, ale svych si nev§imaji.

7. Policie obvinila mladého muze z Dubnan na Hodoninsku z tyrani jeho ptibuznych a vyroby
drog.

8. Ridi¢ narazil do stromu, ke dvéma téZce zranénym let&l vrtulnik.

9. Kdyz se zeptate svych zndmych, ktefi maji déti, jak se jim vede, obvykle odpovidaji, ze jsou
zavaleni praci a povinnostmi, Ze na spoustu véci neni ¢as.

10. ,,Jifi, proc ty toho Jifiho nenutis vice pit?, ptal se Jiti Jifiho.

11. Hleddm rodilého mluv¢iho na vyuku anglického jazyka.

12. Kdyz pani Malou postihla cévni mozkova mrtvice, byla doma sama. Do nemocnice se
dostala az za dv€ hodiny.

13. Podle spolubydlicich ja piju strasné malo.



