Czech prefixes and their basic meanings

What are the basic meanings of do-, o-, od-, po-, pod-, pre-, pred-, roz-, u-, v-, vy-, z-, za-?

Prefixes combine with Czech verbs to alter the basic meaning of the verbal root. In much
the same way, many English verbs can take prepositions that will change the meaning of
the verb: fo go versus to go into, to go out of, to go through, to go around...

Sometimes prefixes combine directly with a verb without altering the verb’s form: do +
zpivat = dozpivat (to finish singing). In these cases, the resulting prefixed verb is
perfective. To form an imperfective prefixed verb, the prefix combines with a base verb
that often has an extended suffix: do + horet = dohorivat (to burn down). In this
example, the imperfective horet (to burn) has a derived imperfective in -hofivat.

Below is a non-exhaustive and alphabetical list of Czech prefixes along with some of the
basic meanings that they have. The listed meanings are not unrelated to one another, but
form a semantic network. Some prefixes have relatively straightforward semantic
networks while others exhibit a more complicated interweaving of meanings. Many of
the meanings are both literal (for example, a concrete and real movement like going into
a physical space) and metaphorical (movement into a metaphorical space like entering
into a marriage).

Each prefix is accompanied by sentences that exemplify the basic meanings. Could you
say which basic meaning is exemplified in each sentence? There’s usually a clear one for
each sentence, but sometimes there may be overlap between meanings. For each example
sentence, the unprefixed base verb (or sometimes root noun or adjective) is given as a
point of reference.

PREFIX do-

a) bringing an action to an end

b) supplementation

¢) culmination of movement somewhere (reaching the end)
d) achievement of a goal

—

. Nacisté a komunisté dovedli muceni k dokonalosti. [vést]
. Dopracoval se znaénych dspéchi. [pracovat]

. Svi¢ka uz dohofiva. [horet]

. Dozpivali jsme a publikum zatleskalo. [zpivat]

. Mné€, prosim, uz nedolévejte. [lit]

. Ostatni si mizete domyslet. [myslet]

. Milena doskoc¢i dél nez Jitka. [skodit]

. Nékdo chce néco dodat k tomu? [dat]
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. Operni zpé€vék dozpival s6lo. [zpivat]

10. Dojez a pojd’! [jist]



11. Jagr dovedl Cesky tym do findle. [vést]
12. Az dopijes pivo, ptjdeme radsi domd. [pit]

PREFIX o-

a) movement around or in a circle

b) eliminating something (often the top layer of something)
¢) to damage, use up

d) obtaining or getting something

e) change of state (usually with an adjectival root)

—_

. Obira si jehli¢i z kabétu. [brat]

. Spi¢ku tuzky opsal. [psit]

. Listi uz opadalo. [padat]

. Nezapomen si dat studentsky priukaz orazitkovat. [razitko]
. Zem¢€ obiha kolem Slunce. [béhat]

. Béhem konference David onemocnél chfipkou. [nemoc]

. Oloupal si pomeranc. [loupat]

. Profesor onémél uZasem. [némy]
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. Dité okousalo dort. [kousat]

10. Slované osidlili Balkan. [sidlit]

11. Pocasi se prudce ochladilo. [chladit]

12. Moje sestra otéhotnéla v mladém véku. [t€hotnd]

13. Fotbalisté Sparty oZivili nadéji, Ze vyhraji Sampionat. [Zivy]

PREFIX od-

a) movement away from

b) removal of a part

c¢) getting rid of something or eliminating something
d) eliminating a surface to render visible or accessible
e) fufilment of a goal or obligation

1. Listek odhodil do koSe. [hodit]

. Odesel z domova. [jit]

. Mistek odnesla velkd voda. [nést]
. Pro néco si odbéhla. [béhat]

. Spi¢ku doutniku odfizl. [fezat]

. Odpracoval tam pul roku. [pracovat]

~N N AW

. Odkryli tam zdklady romanského kostela. [kryt]



8. Tu kradez si odsedél. [sedét]

9. Odslouzil si dva roky na vojn€. [slouZit]
10. Odnaucili ho potad zivat. [ufit]

11. Turisté odleti domd v pondé€li. [letét]

12. Lupici pfepadli firmu a odnesli si tfi miliony. [nést]

PREFIX po-

a) covering of a surface (full and partial)
b) movement in various directions

c) gradual progression

d) small scale

e) large scale (with si)

—

. Psa jenom posttelili. [stielit]

. Pokr¢il rameny. [krcit]

. Studenti st€nu polepili plakaty. [lepit]
. Pootevrel jedno oko. [otevfit]

. Zdi pomalovali kfidou. [malovat]

. Kola¢ posazela jahodami. [sdzet]

. P&kné jsme si v kavarné pocetli. [Cist]

. Podlahu pokryli koberci. [kryt]
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. Uz sis pospal dost! [spéit]
10. Vztekle pobiji mouchy. [bit]
11. Slepice vyplasené pobihaji po dvofe. [béhat]

PREFIX pod-

a) movement from or to below
b) mistake
c) secretly

1. Posledni slovo tfikrat podtrhl. [trhnout]

. Babicka mu podstrcila nékolik mandli. [stréit]

. Chtéli ho podplatit. [platit]

. Mustek jsem podplaval. [plavat]

. Némecka a Ceska firmy podepsaly finan¢ni smlouvu. [psat]

. Dité se poddalo bolesti. [dét se]
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. Praha se poddala Sovétské armade. [dat se]



PREFIX pre-

a) movement or action across something
b) to do something over

c¢) exerting an effort to cause a change
d) to make a mistake

e) action lasting longer than something
f) too large a scale

—

. Presolil si polévku. [solit]

. Pro jistotu to jest€ premefim. [méfit]

. Asi jsem se preslechl. [poslouchat]

. Pfemohli jsmes svou nechut’. [moci]

. Obecenstvo preplnilo sél. [plnit]

. On jediny dopravni neStésti prezil. [Zit]
. Dala si predélat ndramek. [d€lat]

. Pfemlouvali ho k dcasti. [mluvit]
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. Prejedl se cukrovi. [jist]

10. Jeho dilo pretrva veéky. [trvat]

11. Naddné dité pfeskocilo druhou tfidu. [sko¢it]

PREFIX pred-

a) spatial movement in front of something
b) temporal event earlier than something

—

. Predplatil si novy Casopis. [platit]

. Pfedlozil jim né€kolik navrha. [klast]

. Astrolog ndm ptedpovidal nedspéch. [povidat]

. VazZeny profesor piednesl zajimavy referdt na konferenci. [nést]
. Dovolte, abych se Vam predstavil(a). [predstavit se]

. Prezident predstoupil pred verfejnost s prohlaSenim.

. Co mu kdo predzpival, to zahrdl. [zpivat]

. Ta uddlost predurc¢ila Tomasi jeho Zivotni drahu. [urcit]
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. Kral neptedpustil k sob& deputaci. [pustit]

10. Bésnik predcital své verSe. [Cist]

PREFIX pri-

a) movement toward something



b) small scale
¢) to do something extra or to supplement

—

. Pfines mu néco k jidlu. [nést]

. Prfivii to okno. [ote-VTit]

. Prilozil ucho k zemi. [klast]

. Prisyp tam trochu mouky. [sypat]

. Ruka mu pfimrzla ke klice. [mrznout]

. Uz se pfipozdivd. [pozd€]

. Stary pan pribliZil dopis k o¢im. [blize]

. Autobus na kazdé zastdvce pribral nékolik lidi. [brat]
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. Pfibudovali k zamku nové kiidlo. [budovat]

10. Pfedseda se priklonil k ndzoru vétSiny. [klonit]

PREFIX roz-

a) movement away, in different directions

b) dividing or breaking up

c¢) reversal or undoing (returning to a previous state)
d) beginning of an action

e) reaching full measure

—

. Papir roztrhal na kousky. [trhat]

. Obdlka se rozlepila. [lepit]

. Béhem prednasky se profesor rozmluvil. [mluvit]
. Listonos$ uz roznesl vSechny dopisy. [nést]

. Lidé se rozesli po svém. [jit]

. Nékdo tu houbu rozslapl. [Slapat/Slapnout]

. Vrchni vrstva pudy uz rozmrzla. [mrznout]

. Poradné se rozprselo. [prset]
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. Ohei se jeste Gpln€ nerozhotel. [horet]
10. Papiry rozhdzel po mistnosti. [hodit]

11. Nemizete rozsvitit? [svitit]

PREFIX u-

a) moving apart or away

b) removal of a part

¢) being capable of doing something

d) destruction by doing something too much
e) to render a certain way



f) small scale

—

. Ujel mi autobus. [jet]

. To mé uklidnilo. [klid]

. Uplavalo mi veslo. [plavat]

. Pratelsky se na né usmadl. [smat se]

. Upil se k smrti. [pit]

. Uleh¢ili mu jeho tkol. [lehky]

. Pobyt na venkové ho uzdravil. [zdravy]
. Pero mi upadlo na zem.

. Hada ubil holi. [bit]
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PREFIX v-

a) movement inward
b) penetration into something

1. Viz vjel do dvora. [jet]
. Vnesl mezi né lep$i ndladu. [nést]
. Vcitil se do jejich postaveni. [citit se]
. Do cesty mu vbéhl zajic. [béhat]

. Krev se mu vlila do tvare. [lit]

2
3
4
5
6. Autor vloZil hrdinovi do tst své nazory. [loZit]
7. Zem¢ do sebe vpila vldhu. [pit]

8. Otevrel okno a vpustil do mistnosti erstvy vzduch. [pustit]
9. Vstoupil do manZelstvi v mladém véku.

10. Zelva vtdhla hlavu do krunyfe. [tdhnout]

PREFIX vy-

a) movement out of

b) covering of the inside
¢) movement upward

d) sudden short action
e) exhaustiveness

f) using up, depletion

1. Vypotieboval kartu na kopirovani. [potfebovat]
2. Psa vyhnali z mistnosti. [hnat]

3. Veverka vybéhla do koruny stromu. [b&hat]

4. Had vylezl z diry. [lézt]



5. Vypil vSechnu vodu. [pit]

6. Vyklani se z okna. [klonit]

7. Vyhubl az na kost. [hubnout]

8. Do rana se snad vyprsi. [prset]

9. Ptak vylétl na stiechu. [letét]

10. Voda se vyvatrila. [vafit]

11. Slunce ted vychazi o pil esté. [chodit]
12. Viz vyjel az na vrchol kopce. [jet]

13. Mistnost znovu vymalovali. [malovat]

14. Vycetla to n¢kde z knih. [¢ist]

PREFIX z-

a) change of state

b) exhaustiveness (sometimes gradually)
¢) desertion of something

d) deformation

—

. Ja z toho zeSedivim. [Sedy]

. Zbéhl z vojny. [béhat]

. Za tu nemoc zeslabl. [slaby]

. Zotvirali vSechna okna. [otevrit]

. Zrekl se vSech vyhod. [fict]

. Obecenstvo zneklidnélo. [klidny]

. Holka se zmalovala. [malovat se; cf. Holka se namalovala]

. Zpracovali ovoce na marmelddu. [pracovat]
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. Kamaradi ho uzZ znudili. [nudny]

10. Ulice zmrtvély. [mrvty]

PREFIX za-

a) movement away or inward

b) covering by carrying out another activity
¢) saturation

d) full devotion to an activity

e) activity carried our with pleasure (with si)
f) destruction

g) small scale of an action

1. Carodéj zahanél mraky. [honit]



. Do romanu se nemohl zalist. [Cist]

. Viz nam zajel psa. [jet]

. Sel si ven zakoufit. [koufit]

. Potrebuji to né¢im zapit. [pit]

. Zaposlouchal se do hudby. [poslouchat]
. Ulice se zalidnily. [lidé]

. Cerva zaglapl. [§lapnout]
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. Slunce zaslo za mraky. [jit]
10. Nad otdzkou se hluboce zamyslel. [myslet]
11. Lehce zavrtél hlavou. [vrtét]

12. Kocka zatdhla drapky. [tdhnout]



