Hard and Soft Adjectives

What are the two main grammatical classes of adjectives?
How are they different?
How do they decline in the various cases?

For purposes of attaching case endings, Czech has two kinds of adjectives: hard
adjectives and soft adjectives.

Hard adjectives end in -y in M sg ( and -d in F sg, and -¢€ in N sg) and can be thought of
as regular adjectives. These are adjectives like dobry (dobrd, dobré), novy (novd, nové),
Cerny (Cernd, cerné), maly (mald, malé), fantasticky (fantastickd, fantastické), etc.

Soft adjectives end in -7 in all three grammatical genders. Soft adjectives include cizi
(foreign), many non-Czech borrowings like inteligentni and normdlni, and adjectives
derived from the names of the seasons of the year and directional words: jarni (spring),
letni (summer), podzimni (autumnal), zimni (winter); severni (north/northern), jiZni
(south/southern), vychodni (east/eastern), zdpadni (west/western).

Hard and soft adjectives take different case endings. Generally speaking, the soft
adjectives have a much more limited set of endings than the hard adjectives: for example,
F sg soft adjectives have only -7 in all cases. All adjectival endings in the vocative case
are the same as nominative. Note that adjectival endings in the pl are almost all identical
across genders (and all are identical for the soft adjectives in the pl).

Case endings for hard adjectives

SG Minanim M anim N F  Examples

Nom -y -y -€ -4 $patny pldn; hezky muZ; malé auto; velkd kocka

Acc -y -ého -€ -Ou $patny plan; hezkého muZe; malé auto; velkou kocku

Dat -ému -ému -ému -é  $patnému planu; hezkému muZi; malému autu; velké koce
Gen -ého -ého -€ho -  $patného planu; hezkého muZe; malého auta; velké kocky
Loc -ém -ém -ém -  $patném planu; hezkém muZi; malém aut; velké koéce

Instr -ym -ym -ym  -Oou Spatnym planem; hezkym muzem; malym autem; velkou kockou



PL M inanim

Nom -é
Acc -é
Dat -ym
Gen -ych
Loc -ych
Instr -ymi

M anim

-ych
-ych

-ymi

-ych
-ych

-ymi

F  Examples

-€ $patné plany; hezci muzi; mald auta; velké kocky

-€ Spatné plany; hezké muZe; mald auta; velké kocky

-ym S$patnym planiim; hezkym muziim; malym auttim; velkym kockdm
-ych $patnych pldnd; hezkych muZii; malych aut; velkych kocek

-ych 3patnych plénech; hezkych muZich; malych autech; velkych kotkdch

-ymi $patnymi plény; hezkymi muZi; malymi auty; velkymi kokami

* The addition of soft -7 to the nom pl forms of M anim adjectives causes, in Literary Czech, consonant changes in the
adjectival stem: k>c,r>7,ch>$, h> z, cky > ¢ti, sky > §ti. Examples: hezct kluci, dobii studenti, tisi psi (quiet dogs),
nazi lidé (naked people), americti podnikatelé, Cesti fotbalisté. Note that these consonantal changes occur ONLY in the
nom pl forms of M anim adjectives!

Case endings for soft adjectives

SG M inanim

Nom 1
Acc -{
Dat -imu
Gen -tho
Loc -im
Instr -im

PL  All genders
Nom -1

Acc -

M anim N

1 -1
-tho -i
-imu -imu
-iho -iho
-im -im
-im -im
Examples

F  Examples

1 letni sport; normdlni muz; jiZni okno; vlastni sestra

- letni sport; normdlntho muZe; jiZzni okno; vlastni sestru

- letnimu sportu; normalnimu muZi; jiZznimu oknu; vlastni sestfe

-1 letniho sportu; normalniho muZe; jiznitho okna; vlastni sestry

-1 letnim sportu; normalnim muZi; jiZnim okné; vlastn{ sestie

-1 letnim sportem; normdlnim muZem; jiZnim oknem; vlastni sestrou

letni sporty; normdlni muZi; jizni okna; vlastni sestry

letni sporty; normdln{ muZe; jizni okna; vlastni sestry



Dat -im letnfm sportim; normdlnim muzim; jiznim oknim; vlastnim sestram
Gen -ich letnich sportli; normdlnich muzd; jiznich oken; vlastnich sester
Loc -ich letnich sportech; normélnich muzich; jiznich oknech; vlastnich sestrach

Instr -imi letnfmi sporty; normalnfmi muZi; jiZnfmi okny; vlastnimi sestrami



