Ordinal numbers

What are the ordinal numbers and when are they frequently used?

Ordinal numbers are used for sequencing (first, second, third...). In Czech, they are also
used for dates and times. Here are the ordinal numbers 1 through 20:

1 prvni 11 jedendcty

2 druhy 12 dvandcty

3 treti 13 tfindcty

4 ctvrty 14 Ctrnacty

5 paty 15 patnicty

6 Sesty 16 Sestnacty

7 sedmy 17 sedmnécty
8 osmy 18 osmndcty

9 devaty 19 devatenacty
10 desaty 20 dvacaty

The ordinals for 1 and 2 are formed from different stems than the corresponding cardinal
jeden | jedna | jedno and dva / dvé. The other ordinals numbers have recognizable
relationships with their cardinal counterparts. Indeed, most ordinals are formed
simply by adding the ending -y to the cardinal number (Sesty, sedmy, osmy, jedendcty,
dvandcty...). Some require changes to the root, as in the case of teti (~ 1) and ctvrty
(~ ¢tyFi), and for most these changes only affect the vowel in the syllable before the
ending (devdty ~ devét, desdty ~ deset, dvacdty ~ dvacet).

Ordinal numbers are adjectives. Some are soft adjectives (prvni, tieti), but most are
hard (druhy, ctvrty, pdty...), and they decline accordingly.

Compound ordinal numbers (ie, for the numbers or dates 21 through 29) can be formed
in one of two ways, and this parallels the compounding of cardinal numbers. Here are the
ordinal forms of 21 through 29:

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

First option
dvacéty prvni
dvacéty druhy
dvacaty treti
dvacaty ctvrty
dvacaty paty
dvacaty Sesty
dvacaty sedmy
dvacdty osmy

dvacdty devaty

Second option
jedenadvacaty
dvaadvacaty
ttiadvacaty
Ctytfiadvacaty
pétadvacaty
Sestadvacaty
sedmadvacaty
osmadvacaty

devétadvacaty



The first option converts both elements of the compound into ordinal form; this is a more
formal way of rendering the ordinal. The second option uses the German model for
compounding and only the last element — in this case, dvacdty — is given an ordinal
form.

The ordinal thirtieth is tricdty.

Ordinals used in dates

To indicate dates, Czech uses the genitive singular form of the ordinal number.
Since ordinals are adjectives, the ending will be either -iho (for the soft adjectives prvni
and tfet?) or -¢ho (for all the others).

Kolikatého je dnes? Dnes je Sestadvacatého kvétna.
What’s today’s date? Today is May 26.

Narodila se jedenactého prosince.
She was born on the 11th of December.

Novy rok zac¢ina prvniho ledna.
The New Year begins on the first of January.

Note that the genitive phrase can substitute for the English prepositional phrase “on
the...” — ie, Czech does not use a preposition to indicate dates.

In dates and other instances, Czech indicates an ordinal number by putting a period
after the numeral. Thus, the date 25.9 would be read as pétadvacdtého zdri, and the
phrase 2. misto (second place) as druhé misto.

Ordinals are also frequently used to refer to decades (the eighties, the sixties). Below
are the ordinal forms of the decades followed by examples of usage.

40th Ctyficaty
50th padesaty
60th Sedesaty
70th sedmdesaty
80th osmdesaty
90th devadesaty

hudba osmdesdtych let music of the eighties

v Sedesdtych letech in the sixties
moda sedmdesdtych let  fashion of the seventies

Ordinals used in time

Ordinal numbers are also used, in certain cases, for telling time. For example, in stating
time on the half hour, Czechs literally say “half of the Nth hour”, so 11:30 is “half of



the 12th hour” or piil dvandcté (hodiny). In this instance, the ordinal is in the genitive
singular feminine because it modifies hodina. Other half-hours are indicated below.

12:30  pal prvni
1:30 pal druhé
2:30 pal treti
3:30 pal ctvrté
4:30 pal paté
5:30 pal Sesté
6:30 pil sedmé
7:30 pil osmé
8:30 pal devaté
9:30 pal desaté
10:30  pdl jedendcté



