Pronouns

What are the Czech pronouns?
What are the case forms for interrogative, personal, and reflexive pronouns?

Pronouns can be divided into three subtypes: interrogative pronouns (the question words
Who? and What?), personal pronouns (I ~ me, you, he ~ him, she ~ her, we ~ us, they ~ them),
and reflexive pronouns (oneself in English). In Czech, all pronouns decline for case—much like
we see remnants of case declension in the English personal pronouns (nominative se versus
accusative/dative him).

Case forms of the interrogative pronouns are straightforward. In terms of gender agreement,
kdo is considered M sg (Kdo tam byl?) and co is treated as N sg (Co tam bylo?).

Forms of the interrogative pronouns kdo and co

Kdo Co Examples
Nom: kdo co Kdo to je?, Co to je?
Acc: koho co Koho znds?, Co vidis?
Dat: komu ¢emu Komu piSes?, Naproti emu bydlis?
Gen:  koho ¢eho Bez koho nemiizes zit?, Ceho se bojis?
Loc: o kom o ¢em O kom mluvite? , O ¢em pisete?
Instr: kym ¢im Kym se chces stdt?, Cim se zabyvds?

The declension of the personal pronouns is more complicated. Most singular pronouns in
accusative, dative, and genitive have both short and long forms: the former do not take stress
and take a special position in the Czech sentence (as enclitics) while the latter take stress and are
used after prepositions (Bez tebe nemiiZeme Zit) as well as for emphasis and contrast (Ptdm se
jeho, ne tebe).

Forms of the personal pronouns: first-person sg (jd) and pl (my)

Ja (sg) my (pl)

short long
Nom: ja my
Acc: mé mne nas
Dat: mi mné nam
Gen: mé mne nas
Loc: mné nas
Instr: mnou nami



Some remarks:

1. In spoken Czech, the jd forms simplify: mné can be used for all short and long forms in
the accusative, gentive, locative, and dative (the dative short-form mi is also used). This leaves
only three forms: jd, mné, mnou.

2. In spoken Czech, the instrumental for my is ndma.

Forms of the personal pronouns: second-person sg (£y) and pl (vy)

ty (sg) vy (pD)

short long
Nom: ty vy
Acc: te tebe vas
Dat: ti tobé vam
Gen: & tebe vas
Loc: tobé vas
Instr: tebou vami

Remark:

1. In spoken Czech, the instrumental for vy is vdama.

Forms of the personal pronouns: third-person sg (on, ono, ona) and pl (oni, ona, ony)

on (M sg) ono (N sg) ona (F sg) oni (M pl), ona (N pl), ony (F pl)
short long  short long

Nom: on ono ona oni, ona, ony

Acc:  jej,ho jeho,jej je ji je

Dat: mu jemu  mu jemu  ji jim

Gen: ho jeho ho jeho hit jich

Loc: ném ném ni nich

Instr: jim jim hit jimi

Some remarks:
1. After a preposition, intial j- is replaced by 7i-, which is realized as né- or ni- (ni-): pro ného
(pro néj), pro ni, pro né; k nému, k ni, k nim; bez ného, bez ni, bez nich; s nim, s ni, s nimi.



The locative forms do not occur without the 7i- because the locative case always occurs with a
preposition.

2. M accusative jej can be used as both a short and long form.

3. In spoken Czech, forms beginning with o- become vo- (von, vono, vona, voni). The
nominative plural forms also show no gender distinctions. The third-person sg M and N
forms in the accusative and genitive simplify: both become /o (short) and jeho (long), and
after a preposition néj (not ného) is used.

4. In spoken Czech, feminine accusative sg ji is often said as ji, thus making it analogous to the
other non-nominative forms.

5. In spoken Czech, the instrumental for jimi is jima.

Forms of the reflexive pronoun (‘‘oneself”’: se / si)

short long Some examples
Nom:
Acc: se sebe Jeste se nezndme, Delds to hlavné pro sebe
Dat: si sobé Ddm si pivo, Jak se k sobé chovdme?
Gen: sebe Ptdme se sami sebe: kdo viastné jsme?, Sedime vedle sebe
Loc: sobé Napiste néco o sobé
Instr: sebou Tady nebo s sebou?

The reflexive pronoun—since it refers back to a subject—does not have a nominative form.

Examples of usage: short and long forms
Dékujeme vdm za inspiraci.

Pieju ti vSechno nejlepsi k narozenindm.
I-wish all best for birthday

Nemdzu t€ pustit z hlavy.
I-can’t expel from head

Hory nad ndmi svitf ve slunci.
mountains above shine sun

Ja bez tebe nejsem ja.
without

Ty jsi to v§echno koupila pro mne?
all-this



Ukaz, co v tobe€ je.
show

Musi§ ji néco  fict.
you-must something to-say

Nebreé¢im kvili tob€, nybrz kvuli sobg.
I-not-cry because-of  rather

Moznd jsem t€ Spatné pochopil.
maybe understood

Mluvte s ndmi Cesky!

Neni to o mné, ale o nas.

Nikdy bych o sobé nefekl, Ze jsem trpélivy.
never would say patient

Beze mne nemizZete délat nic.
without you-can‘t

Zeptali jsme se ho, kolik je mu let.
we-asked how-many years

Mam néco pro vis.
something

Dej jim védét, Zze prijdu  vcas.
let know I-will-come on-time

Dité potfebuje, abyste jej Casto pohladili.
child needs that-you often caress

Pieji jim vS§em hodné Stésti!
I-wish all  much luck

J4 ji zndm dobfe, ale jeho ne.

Dnes mi zavolala Klara.
called

Jsme vSude mezi vdmi!
everywhere among

Jen se neboj a ddvéruj mi!
just don’t-fear  trust

Co kdybych ji pfinesl Cervenou rizi?
what-if-I brought red rose

Skoda, e ho jenom zastrelili.
it’s-too-bad only they-shot

Bude se mi spat velice dobre, ale jemu urcite ne.
will-sleep very definitely-not



Rekla jsem mu jenom: ,,Chces§ facku?*
I-said only slap

Chci dnes veler s tebou tancovat.
to-dance

Pozvali jsme je vSechny na vecirek.
we-invited all party

Porad ndm lZou.
always  they-lie

Vidycky jsme s vdma!
always

Miluji t€.

I-love

Zbylo jich jen5.

remained

Doporuceni bylo vice, nebudu vds jimi vSak zat€Zovat.
recommendations many I-will-not but bother

Zustane§ se mnou?
will-you-remain

Neptejte se mne, ale zavolejte jemu.
don’t-ask call

Je to jenom blog, ale mam jej rad.

Dej si ho do kapsy.
put s pocket

Examples of usage: 1- forms

O nich vim malo.

Tatinek nema nikoho, kdo by se o n€j staral.
who would take-care-of

Darky pro ni a pro néj.
presents

Pro ni udélam cokoli.
anything

Globalni svét a cesta k nému.
world  path

Vilka zaCala kvtli nim.
war began because-of



Pro né nenf problém napsat v Zanru pop-rocku jakykoliv hit.
genre any

Mame stélé klienty, ale kromé nich pfichdzi i fada novych.
steady besides come also number

Nahle  pfed nimi stoji rusky tank.
suddenly in-front-of  stands

v

Mam nového pfitele, ale na néj nemam cas.
time

Pes od ni odbéhl.

ran-away
Ona nevédéla, co od n€ho chce.
Co ja s nimi ud€lam?

Béhali jsme za nim po celém méste.
we-ran around whole

Na vodé a pod ni.
water

Obama prileti v poledne, Hilton kvuli nému zavfe stre$ni bar.
will-arrive  noon because-of will-close rooftop



